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POSITION OF THE ENGLISH JEWS. 
To Sir Moses Montefiore, Kut., F.RS., &c. 


Sir,—If the sentiments which I am about to express ani- 
mated no other breast than my own, I should not have sought 
the sanction of your name, to obtain for them an extended 
publicity; but, Sir, from the conviction which is general with 
your vrethren, that whatever regards their welfare and happi- 
ness is of the highest concern to you—from the assurance, 
that the feelings which have given rise to this letter are partici- 
pote in—I allow myself to hope, that in thus addressing you, 

have adopted the means of ensuring the attention of the whole 
‘body of English Jews to views which seem to me of moment, 
touching their social position; whatever the result, I feel 
assured, that he who merely seeks to attach your name to his 
opinions, gives to the world some room for confidence, at least 
in the purity of his motives. — 

At what period soever, Sir, we take up our own history, we 
might find matter for wonder and astonishment, if wonder and 
astonishment did not yield to deeper emotions ;—not to go back 
to the nobler periods of our existence—not to raise the veil, 
which already partially falls over intermediate times—our pre- 
sent state is equally worthy of investigation with the past, and 
may repay wiok investigation, if not with the vain gratification 
of philosophic curiosity, yet with the substantial benefit of 
present and future amelioration. 

I will not presume, Sir, to make any allusion to our spiritual 
concerns, I leave them to far abler and better hands than mine; 
and they are still under the guidance of that omnipotent power 
which led us from the “ land of Egypt, and the house of bond- 
age ;’” but I think that he must indeed be a do/d man who can say, 
that the social position in which we now stand is desirable, as I 
trust, ultimately to prove, that he is a misjudging one, who 

eems it incapable of improvement. 

That social position will be, to future times, one of the 


scandal-wonders of this age; I said it was worthy of investi-. 


gation—I mistook, I should have said so only of its causes and 
of its remedy—for itself, it unfortunately paints its own evils to 

le eye that merely glances at it, in colours not to be mistaken; 
yet familiarity has, perhaps, softened down the disagreeable 
features of the portrait, and like vice itself, in the poet’s des- 
_“iption, that which might at first appear to us as a monster, 

terwards becomes endurable, until at last it entwines itself 
with our affections. I trust that this third and ultimate stage 
of the disorder has not arrived; that we are in the second, 1s 
indisputable : if it be not so, upon what principle can it be ex- 
Plained, that at this moment, in the middle of the 19th century, 
When the prejudices of ages seem to have crumbled to the 

ust—when the mere passive power of time alone, would seem 
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to have effected their overthrow, if the superior and united 
forces of wisdom and justice, and even genius, had not stepped 
in and prevailed—that yet at this moment, we alone remain, to 


tllustrate, by our position, what those prejudices were—io shew 


that even time leaves something untouched amidst the ruins 
which he makes—and ¢o prove to wisdom and justice, that their 
work is incomplete! I can imagine, Sir, that the future his- 
torian of this country—the impartial Hume or Gibbon of his 
day—in recounting the events of this period, after he shall have 
dilated with a glowing pen and honest pride upon the glorious 
deeds of his countrymen in arts and arms—on extended empire 
and beneficial legislation—after he shall have shewn how high 
they soared in the regions of science, and expatiated on their 
progress in wisdom and virtue and religion, will turn, with a 
sigh, to some of the darker shades on the picture, and however 
slight, he will find it necessary to truth not to omit them. 
Amongst these, he will perceive that which is the immediate 
subject of our consideration. It will be his task to shew, that 
even at this enlightened era, such was the inconsistency or the 
inequality of human nature, the mere fact of being born to the 
inheritance of certain religious opinions, was not only a dis- 
qualification for the exercise of political functions, but that it 
precluded the individual from the full development of the 
social feclings—that it confined the employment of his mental 
faculties to narrow limits—and that to be a Jew was presumptive 
evidence of a deficiency in mental, moral, and political worth. 
It will be his task to shew, that the delinquencies of some were 
frequently visited upon the reputation of the whole; and that 


the follies, the vices, and the crimes of past centuries were. 


often remembered, in order to accumulate obloquy upon the 
innocent descendants of those to whom they were imputed. 
If accurate in his details, he will not omit to state, that even 
religion herself had been appealed to, to sanction and justify 
the views of those who were most adverse to the Jews, and 
that the denunciations of prophecy were quoted, as arguments,* 
in opposition to them, even whilst Christianity itself enjoined 
an entirely different method of reasoning; and although it 
would have been equally wise and just to resist, in a similar 
manner, the abolition of African slavery—and yet, Sir, he would 
have to add, that these men, condemned by so many—~mis- 
understood by more, were in the main, loving husbands, kind 
fathers, firm friends, industrious ay and honest citizens—peace- 
ful and loyal subjects. In concluding these somewhat melan- 
choly anticipations of history, | must advert on the other hand, 
to the good and wise men of all religious persuasions, of dif- 
ferent political parties, who discountenanced these prejudices ; 


* See the debates in the House of Commons on the recent introduction . 


of a measure for Jewish Emancipation. 
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whose more generous sympathy demands our gratitude, whilst 
it points the way to happier times. If such be the general 
view to be taken of our position, it does not destroy its truth, 
candidly to add, that many of us have found in individual inter- 
course with our Christian fellow countrymen, exceptions to the 
rule ;—where mutual knowledge has become the foundation of 
mutual esteem; personal experience, in my own case, has 
taught me, that it is not impossible for an Israelite to be under 
the deepest obligations, for noble favours conferred by those 
‘who have differed from his creed, and that he may have to 
thank them for his happiest hours. 

These admissions made, I trust I have not exaggerated our 
case, I have been anxious not to understate it, because I think, 
that upon a general feeling amongst ourselves of its’ extent, 
depends chiefly its remedy and obviation; I would not shrink 


from a full exposition, because I believe that although we have | 


some reason to impute prejudice without, we have certainly an 
equal one to reproach ourselves for apathy within. 

Those who oppose us, have sometimes sought from the use 
of an ambiguous term “ the Jewish Nation,” to fix upon us the 
charge of internal nationality ; but so incorrect is its application 
that, save in the slight affairs of our various congregations, and 
of the charitable provisions for our poor, our further collective 
interests have been hitherto left to the keeping of the winds, 
perhaps piously trusted to the care of heaven; yet the conse- 
quences are most injurious—when calumny aims the shafts at 
us, one or twe indignant individuals step out from our ranks, 
to rebut her accusations, whilst the mass reposes in its 
accustomed tranquillity—when the distress, or oppression of 
our brethren abroad demands our immediate assistance and 
interference, the great obstacle to be encountered Is, not In any 
want of humanity, but in the want of that energy and union. 
without which, in such cases, humanity remains only a iceling, 
but cannot become a virtue. 

We cannot always depend upon the powers of one to com- 
pensate the deficiencies of the rest, nor is it right that we should ; 
I pay, with readiness, the humble tribute of my veneration to 
the character of him, who in the Jewish affair at Damascus, 
thought, felt and acted for us. all; but for our security, it would 
be satisfactory to know that similar exigencies should find us 
collectively prepared. Above all, Sir, and intimately connected 
with every other evil under which we suffer, is the want of an 


adequate provision for the education of our poorer brethren. 


Our Christian fellow countrymen, devote wealth, influence and 


time to promote the diffusion of knowledge ; far from imitating | 


their example, in proportion to our means, we trust nearly all 


to chance—yet the necessity in our case is equal to, if not. 


greater than in, theirs, It is needless for me to enlarge here 
upon the direct benefits of education, every argument held 
in the myriad statements, in all shapes, with which the press is 
teeming upon the subject, applies with the greatest force to 
ourselves, and—whatever may be thought to the contrary—it 
would be, therefore, an unwise policy to affect concealment of 
the evil, which, although it can never be justly appealed to by 


our adversaries, in their own justification, has yet been suffi- | 


ciently injurious to us, in exposing us, but indifferently defended, 
to their: attacks. From a variety of causes, our middle class 
is rapidly recruited from those beneath it, and it consequently 
includes many who are ignorant of the most elementary branches 
of knowledge. Greatly inferior, as regards number, to the 
other religious bodies of this country, we are naturally deprived 
of one great element for social or political importance ; and it 
becomes our duty to supply the Sehclensy by an increase in 
mental and moral power; an object, in which the smallness of 
number may be converted to an advantage, since it enables us 
to exercise a general control with greater facility. 

Looking at the strength of the faculties, with which it has 
pleased the divinity, in his bounty, to endow our race, through 
all the periods and vicissitudes of its existence, we may be 
justified in expecting the noblest results ; when we can appro- 
priate to ourselves, every known advantage for the cultivation 
of those faculties. 


The political condition of our brethren may perhaps be con- 


sidered as leading to the greater part of these reflections, but I 
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will take this opportunity of stating, that however desirable I 
may deem it, to participate in every privilege of the Britis) 
constitution, and in every advantage which the country holds 
out to her most favored sons; yet I consider these but 
secondary benefits: placing i the first rank, those internal 
qualifications themselves, which elevate and dignify the character 
of a human being ; the patriotic feelings of an English Israelite 
are not contingent upon his admissibility to the exercise of 
political power; so far as regards the land of his remgzey 
ancestors, it may be said that :— 
‘* The heroic lay is tuneless now, 
The heroic bosom beats no more,’’ 

but, I can with confidence affirm, and with a conviction that 
no sentiment of mine will meet a wider echo, that there are 
| none who have a stronger attachment to this great country, 
none who pray more fervently for a continuance ot her greatness 
and her happiness, than her children of the Jewish faith. 

To me it seems to have become almost intuitive, that out of 
England, and from the noble impulses which affect Englishmen, 
must ultimately proceed all that shall hereafter tend to give 
a shock to barbarity and despotism throughout the world— 
whatever sect—whatever race may be oppressed or injured, 
and, however remote the prospect, those connected with us by 


similarity of belief, will. 2o¢ be forgotten. Let it be our 
emulate our Christian fellow 


business then henceforth to 
countrymen, in these impulses, as best we can, let the example 
of their munificence, and their untiring zeal, nm elevating the 
character of their humbler brethren not be lost upon us. — Let 
us possess ourselves of every benefit to be derived trom living 
peaceably in a country, where the highest honors are paid to 
the efforts of the mind, where freedom of thought is the 
common privilege of all; the Jewish religion can never suffer, 
on the contrary, it penetrates the more deeply, as the miud of its 
votary becomes enlarged. The Deity no longer condescends 
to reveal himself to us by his miracles, but we may be permitted 
humbly to infer, that in his divine providence, he enables us, 
from increased knowledge, to confirm the truth of his revela- 
tion; and by the means of science to trace, with certainty, his 
mighty steps throughout the paths of the universe. 

Trusting that I shall be allowed some future opportunity o! 
pursuing the more practical consideration of this subject, 

I have the honor, to remain, Sir, } 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 


Jan. 2, 1844. M., 


| DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION moa 

| EXODUS 17, to xvii. 

| The people of God had been permitted to leave the land o 
their servitude; the hard hearted tyrant had at length yielded 
his consent to relinquish his hold on their services; and they, 
| wildly joyful at their emancipation, were proceeding to the 
place where they were to receive the commands of their Re- 
-deemer. But one more link was necessary to complete the 
miraculous chain, that was to bind fast and for ever 1n the 
memory of man, the departure from Egypt; one more punish- 
ment was necessary, in order to maintain the retributive sys- 
tem of justice. Pharoah had determined on the extirpation o! 
Israel as a distinct people, by the drowning of the males :— 
and water, as the instrument of that crime, must also be the 
means of its punishment. Once again is the evil spirit of re- 
bellion permitted to exercise its influence over Pharoah, and 
no sooner are the children of Israel gone, than the tyrant de- 
termines to make one more effort to coerce them into his 
power. Nor did the success of his endeavors appear to be @t 
all problematical. He was attended by the choicest ot his 
warriors, the flower of his nobility, the bravest of his officet’. 
light armed and unencumbered with any baggage to impede 
their free and unconstrained movements. The Israelites wer 
without arms, without captains, were loaded with their house 
hold goods, were accompanied by their wives, their paren’ 
their children, with everything that. could embarrass their 
motions. The Egyptians were experienced in war, and fight- 
ns not only for gain, but for revenge and for the vindication 


= 
| 


of their humbled pride. The Israelites were totally unac- | 


uainted with the nature of warfare, were unprepared for fight- 


ing, and above all, had no means of safety in flight; for the | 


army of their enemies was behind them, the rolling sea in 
their front. What a concatenation of circumstances to harden 
any tyrant’s heart, and more especially that of Pharoah, who 


his own right hand. But there was One overlooking, who has 


by the courtesy of a Parisian friend. 


was ruled that a battle should not ensue; for, although, by— 


God’s help, Israel might have annihilated the host of Egypt 
without the loss of a man, still this would have stamped their 
exit, in the eyes of posterity, with a sanguinary character, and 
would not necessarily have appeared miraculous: for even a 
smaller band, when fighting for freedom, has often by bravery 
overcome a mightier host, and such might perhaps have led the 
Israelites to attribute the victory to their own prowess. No,a 
crowning miracle, a condign punishment, were alike necessary ; 
the one to perpetuate through all time ‘ the memorial of the 
departure from Egypt,” and the reward of the hopeful ; the 
other, to afford an mdestructible memento of the punishment 
of the wicked, and the justice of heaven. And what monument, 
of what era or character, has proved equally expressive, or 
equally indestructible, as the seventh day service of the Jewish 
yassover, With Moses’ song of triumph, sung thereon to this day ? 

The Israelites have journeyed trom the land of their oppres- 
sion, and are already on the shores of the Red Sea; the host 
of their enemy is behind them, ** with his chariots and horse- 
men;” their hearts fail them in this apparently dangerous and 
inextricable position, and they murmur; until the words trom 
their inspired leader cheer them on:—* The Lord shall fight 
for you, and ye shall hold your peace.” The hand of Moses is 
stretched over the rolling billows, and a dry passage is imme- 
diately opened to freedom and _ safety through the wide waste 
of waters. ‘* Then,” declares the offended Divinity—** then 
shall Egypt acknowledge that I (and no other), am the Eternal, 
when I have exalted myself over Pharoah, over his chariots and 
his horsemen.” 

Night spreads her sable wings over the parted waters, and 
adds darkness to the already dreary prospect of the Egyptians ; 
with the sullen plash of the sea on either side, and the im- 
penetrable cloud before them, the baffled taskmasters are 
hurrying to their doom. Again, at early dawn, does the Lord 
speak to Moses; and again, at His behest, does the prophet 
stretch forth his hand over the sea. On the imstant, and with 
resistless and overwhelming foree, the waters rush to their 
channel, and the countless hosts: of the Egyptians are cut off 
i their career of pride and crime. They who had sought to 
destroy by water, are themselves by water destroyed. The 
climax is attained; the deliverance is achieved; on the in- 
delible page of history, by the hand of Almighty God, at 
once avenging and rewarding, in the humiliation and destruc- 


=? 


tion of one nation, and in another's redemption and election, 
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L’ Avenir dans le Judaisme.—A sermon delivered under 
this title, by M. L. Wogue, in the synagogue of Paris, on the 
second day of last Rosh-hashanah, has since been published ; 
and we bave to acknowledge receipt of a copy sent to our office 
We hasten to correct a mis- 


conception, conveyed in an extract of ours froma French contem- 


believed not in the true God, but in the omnipotence of porary. 
| Is not a people; it represents an idea,” (vide our No. 59, p. 28,) 
other resources than those that mortals see; and besides, it | 


Instead of the preacher maintaining that,—** ‘ Israel’ 


his words are :—** We are not a people, we are a religion; we 
are not a political body, we are, we have always been, we shall 
ever be, the glorious representation of a principle—the repre- 
sentation as everlasting and enduring as itself.’ It is not our 
purpose here, to review the sermon at length; and scarcely less 
than that would render justice to a really eloquent and ingeni- 
ously constructed oration. It is German” in its characteristies, 
and yet somewhat French’? in the vivacity of its style; 
inclining towards what are called ** spiritualizing’”’ constructions, 


and yet maintaining the sacredness of traditions and forms, 


It is, moreover, well worthy a perusal, as in itself an indication 
that the Freich Jews are progressively yielding to the pressure 
which surrounds them, to the forcing upon their minds of 
religious considerations, by that rapid ** revival of religion” 
throughout France, which 1s now admitted on all hands. The 
young preacher reproaches his brethren, that they are not 
fulfilling their proper mission—by rather giving the impulse, than 
vielding toit. His consolation, is also ours—the words spoken to 
Israel through Jeremlah—N nN? mpn is hope ww 
thine end, Xe.” 

Penny Collections.—TViese modes of raising a fund for some 
popular object, have’ become very common ; the postage stamp 
testimonial to Mr, Rowland Hill, being among the most familiar 
instances. A benevolent young lady at Liverpool, has set on foot 
a similar collection, for.‘ a charitable purpose” (not defined), 
and her friends, in various quarters, have entered into the matter 
with so much spirit, that a very successful commencement has 
been already made. The idea was suggested to our young 
friend, bya statement in the Jlanchester Guardian,—that a lady 
had made a wager with a gentleman, that she would collect, or 
be the means of collecting, in six months, one thousand pounds 
by penny donations; the wager having grown out of a conversa- 
tion on the immense sums raised on the cards of the Anti-Corn 
Law League, and similar associations, Now we at once 
propose, to the lady readers of the Voice of Jacob, a similar 
undertaking on behalfot'a Jewish Hospital and Industrial Schools 
for Jerusalem. The urgent need for such institutions has been 
too frequently proved in these columns, to need further ex- 


planation at present. The object is one to enlist the sympathies, 
not only of every child of Abraham, but of every sincere 


give; the smallest coin being receivable. 


‘friend of Israel,’ whatever his creed. The collection might 
perhaps, be of any piece of money, from every one disposed to 
We invite oilers ot 


co-operation ; and, if the proposal be adequately responded to, 


the hever-to-be-forgotten event is recorded; while the chorus_ 


of grateful faith reverberates from shore to shore, to be after- 
wards chronicled in the eternal word itself:—*t Who is like 
unto thee among the mighty, Oh Lord, who is like unto thee.” 
And this, the tyranny of Egypt and its eondign punishment, 
May serve as a type for times to come. Israel] still has, in too 


many instances, a stormy sea in front, and there are sull- 


haroahs, who would impose the alternative of submission to 
their designs, or the plunge into the fearful abyss. Faith 
and hope can however still save us, as in the days of our fathers ; 
and even as to them, so to us, may a path be opened, and the 
raging waters be rendered as of old, ‘* walls on the right hand 
and on the left.’ And as for those who would obstruct our 
Progress, we say, in the language of our ancestors :—** By the 
greatness of Thine arm they shall be still asa stone ; till Thy people 
bass over, O Lord! till the people pass over whom Thou hast 
purchased ; Thou shalt bring them and plant them in the mount 
of Thine inheritance; the place O Lord! which Thou hast 
made for Thy residence; the sanctuary O Lord! which Thy 


Rr § have established. The Lord shall reign for ever and 


we will lay a report before the proper quarter, and give the signal 
to commence in good earnest, with competent trustees, and a 
suitably devised system. : 

Emigration of Gentiles to Zion /—The missionary correspon- 
dence of the Converstonists’ Magazine, contains a curious 
account of a German colony of sixty families, now settled in 
Georgia; a deputation from which had reached Jerusalem, to 
Inquire into the establishment of a Protestant Episcopate there ; 


but, finding it to have no apparent connection with a second 


advent of Jesus, they resolved not to recommend their consti- 
tuents to be gathered into the fold of Bishop Alexander; and 
they have returned to Georgia. 

According to the statement published, it appears that, so far 
back as 1807, a large number of Germans, all natives of the 
kingdom of Wiirtemberg, emigrated towards Palestine ; believing 
that a second coming of Jesus was at hand; but they could 


not then reach the promised land. Alexander, the Emperor of 


Russia, engaged them to settle in his dominions, which they 
did, near Tiflis, in Georgia. They established seven colonies, 
but, on the condition, that whenever there should be an opening 
for them to settle in the land of Judah, they should be ‘abigr esta 
to leave Russia. ‘Twenty-five years have elapsed, but these 
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Germans have constantly had their thoughts directed to Jeru- 
salem. 

The missionary reporter, regrets that these people are not 
disposed to come to Jerusalem at once; as they are, he says, 
‘exactly the men whom we want in this country !”—Would 
that this new avowal were but acted upon; the question of its 
consistency is of far less importance, than the family disunions 
consequent on their seeking to collect a flock of apostates. 


The Record, a very popular ny 28 of the religious world, 
has recently sousitand some very broad and definite charges 
of mal-administration, against the London Conversion Society, 
and its auxiliary associations.—Will their monthly organ still 
continue to affect contempt for public opinion ? 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE, 

The Chief Rabbi.—The Vestry of the Duke’s Place Syna- 
gogue has agreed to the needful modifications in the laws, (as 
referred to in last number); and a conjoint meeting is summoned 
for Sunday, 11th instant, in order to give them full effect.—An 
official intimation has been received, from the synagogue at 
Sydney, of a desire to co-operate with their fellow subjects 
in this hemisphere, in the constitution of a spiritual head, for 
the Jews of the empire at large. 


New Synagogue, St. Helen's Place.—A sermon was preached 
in this synagogue, by the Rev. D. M. Isaacs, of Liverpool, on 
Sabbath soy). The text chosen was the following, from that 
portion; Exod. vi. 9., Sx sow 
MN AwH—a verse, the etymology of which, 
according to the rev. orator, might bear some such translation 
as this:—‘* And Moses spake truth unto the children of Israel, 
but they hearkened not unto him, from narrowness of mind, 
and from strong devotion to labour.” This was ingeniously 
and forcibly applied to the indifference of the present age 
towards the word of God; and the prevailing impatience of 
disagreeable truths, arising from men’s views being contracted 
in regard to their true interests, and wholly engrossed by 
worldly pursuits. There were many excellent points introduced 
into the discourse ; to all of which, nosingle hour could do full 
justice. We regret not to have been informed of the learned 
gentleman’s engagement to preach again, on the following (last) 
sabbath, when, as we hear, the congregation was very numerous, 
and much edified. The London public, as we suppose, will 
have to wait for another such pulpit exhortation, until some 
other lucky accident enables them again to avail themselves of 
the superior providence of a non-metropolitan synagogue. 


Jews’ Free School, Bell Lane.—The Pestalozzian method of 
teaching from objects, has been introduced into the boys’ depart- 
ment, where it cannot be doubted, that the system will prove as 
beneficial as it has been in other establishments. The com- 
mittee of management granted Mr. Angel the sum of £5 asa 
commencement, and 8S, L. De Symons, Esq., kindly added a 
sovereign in aid of the purchase of articles to increase the 
incipient museum. We shall be glad if this notice prompt 
many of our readers to add their mite, either in money or 
specimens. 

Jews’ Infunt School, (Communicated).—‘* D. Cohen, Esq., 
the treasurer of this institution, has kindly presented an inlaid 
cabinet for specimens and objects. 
any specimens illustrative of mineralogy, natural history, &c., 
will be thankfully reccived.—The annual winter dinners for the 
children, commenced on the 8th of January; the ladies of 
the committee, with their usual kindness, superintending and 
assisting in the distribution of the same.” 


Jews’ Literary and Scientific Association.” —It affords us 
much satisfaction to be enabled to report, on authority, that 
this exceHent project is making rapid progress.—“ Already, (as 
we are told,) the offers of patronage from the highest quarters, 
and the pledges of support from the public generally, have 
become so numerous, as to exceed the most sanguine expecta- 
tions; so that, what but a few days since was regarded asa 
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thing impracticable, is now, the mist cleared away, seen in a 
totally different light.” We are informed that, In a very few 
days,—‘* an opportunity will be given to every individual of 
the community, who has any pretensions to a desire for the 
intellectual and moralimprovement of the Jewish people, to record 
his support to this laudable undertaking ; and, at the same time, 
to wipe away the reproach which has been dealt out so free] 

upon the Jews—that they are an indifferent, ignorant, and 
gross-minded race.” 

The small knot of gentlemen who have united for this 
purpose, are understood to be actuated by an unshrinkip 
determination to overcome all difficulties; and even to be 
content, for the benefit of the community alone, to take upon 
themselves all the drudgery, and the pecuniary sacrifices which 
the undertaking entails, in the assurance that, ultimately, the 
good cause must prevail, and afford them the undying satisfac. 
tion that must accompany success, In the accomplishment of an 
object which all have agreed is highly necessary and desirable, 
but which none before them have had the enterprise and determi. 
tion to carry through to a successful issuc, 

We may observe, in conclusion, that looking at the various 
collateral advantages which might result to society at large, 
from a right direction of this movement, we hold the opinion, 
that no single individual is warranted in withholding such aid 
as he can afford to the promotion of its success; and, when 
the proper season shall arrive, the Anglo-Jewish press shall be 
found, as it ought to be, the most available auxiliary for sub- 
serving the purposes of—a Jews’ literary and scientific institu- 
tion. 

‘© Hebrew Melodies, Sacred und Traditional,’—This musical 
entertainment, the first of a proposed serics, as alluded to in 
our last number, has been given in Crosby [fall, and Store 
Street Hall, and will be repeated during the ensuimg week. As 
connected with the periodical press, a criticism will doubtless 
be expected in The Voice of Jacob; and although, as a mere 
concert, the matter might be considered beyond our walk, its 
national associations certainly claim our best consideration; the 
more forcibly, because the subject has already occupied our 
columns, as evidenced by three elaborate notices of a treatise 
by the accomplished Mr. Mainzer, on the ** Music and Poetry 
of the Jews.” (Vide vol. ii. pp. 118, 134, 150.) : 

A reference to these, and several other passages bearing more 
immediately upon the music of our public worship, reminds us 
of the frequent expression of our anxiety to prevent the 
desuctude of the ancient, appropriate, and characteristic melodies 
of the synagogue service, from the rage for mere 1ovelty, and the 
proneness to servile imitation. When the audience were told, that 
‘* to prevent innovations” was the design of the present under- 
taking, it may reasonably be inferred that no more was intended 
to be conveyed, than a preservation of the original melodies, by 
an exhibition of their beautiful simplicity and fitness ; and we, 
therefore presume, that an examination of the mélange by that 
standard, will not be unacceptable. A learned correspondent, 
has already addressed to us, a critical inquiry into the autiquity 
and essential characteristics of Hebrew music, as suggested by 
the present entertainment ; we shall publish his valuable paper 
in our next number; and meanwhile, note here, as an excellent 
—, of the simple pathos of an unsophisticated melody, 
that entitled by Mr. Leo, ** My soul I resign.” It was the 
hymn YVigdal, as chaunted on the Atonement eve, and was 


It is already fixed up, and | admirably executed. The Quartctt, * If I had Oh, Lord!” was 


of the same character, and likewise very effective ; but we misse 

its usually varied conclusion. “ Bring forth my sword,” can 
scarcely be called—the Jewish melody (the ma 5x of Passover 
night). We have heard the original sung in chorus, with ® 
judiciously managed translation, accompanied by the organ. 
Although it was, to our ear, more genuine and soul-stirring 1 
its native form, we would by no means compare it so, as a WOT 

of art, to the scena which Mr. Leo has raised on it as a super 
structure. This was the piece which exemplified best the 
highly promising vocal capabilities of Mr. Ansel Leo, as = 
the lasbreniinital accomplishments of Mr. Louis Leo, the 
composer, who accompanied him. The lament, ‘* He wast 


me the cedar,” brought out Miss Leo, whose voice is of excellent 


| 

| 
| 
| 

| 


ality; we did not recognize anything beyond the melody 
introduced into the chorus. Perhaps, in that and some other 

‘eces, either the originals had been somewhat disguised in the 
rocess of adaptation, or, as in the last song, (rendered into a 
Trink Lied,) the originals are only so far Hebrew, as that they 
have at some time been sung to Hebrew words. Mr. Henry 
Phillips, gave not only that song, but every other, in a style 
worthy of his high cclebrity,—and we need say no more; nor 
must we forget the other auxiliary, Miss Lucombe, whom it 
was a treat to hear, and whose rOle was as prominent as it was 
well performed. 

We have left it to our learned correspondent to examine the 
lecture which formed part of the entertainment; we presume 
that Mr. Phillips spoke no more than was set down for him, 
and we could not fail to note, that all was designed most re- 
spectfully to the Jewish body. We are told, that his first ad- 
dress gave a catalogue of eminent musicians, vocal and instru- 
mental, who were either Jews, or of Jewish extraction :—why 
did he subsequently omit so ste a tribute to our national 

ride? Having previously expressed some anxiety as to the de- 
Late treatment of the matters involved, it is only just to state 
our opinion, that, as an experimental mélange, or pattern card, 
the pieces could scarcely have been more cautiously arranged, 
The experiment has therefore succeeded, and, we doubt not, 
elicited many useful hints for the selection and arrangement 
of the series contemplated. 


Penzance, 25th January.—We have much pleasure in re- 
porting the reccipt of information from Mr. M. IH. Harris, the 
president of this little congregation, to the effect, that its 
members have formed a socicty for the Diffusion of Religious 
Knowledge. They meet every Friday evening, in: a room 
engaged tor the purpose; when there is either arcligious lecture 
delivered, or else, a reader (elected every month) recites the 
scripture portion for the week; and an animated discussion 
follows. om informant justly observes, that the ‘* march of 
intellect” has extended to this remote district of the kingdom; 
and, so far as this little knot of our brethren is concerned, the 
most querulous must admit, that it has assumed a highly useful 
direction. We commend the example to much larger com- 
munities. Our informant adds, that another society has been 
formed, for mutual assistance, in case it should please the 
Almighty to inflict the members with sickness.: 


The Liverpool Congregations. —Our readers have been made 
aware, that a second congregation has been formed in this im- 
— town; wherein the Jews, always a much respected body, 

ad either become too numerous to be satisfactorily accommo- 
dated within the limits of the single synagogue as it existed, 
or, perhaps more truly, their differences of opinion, although 
on points merely fiscal and electoral, had led to a separation of 
certain members, and to the constitution of a second synagogue. 
Be that as it may,* it is now too late to raise the question; a 
second and independent congregation is, at this moment, a 
Wb ag de facto, recognized as such by the constituted au- 

orities; and, if there be any who are curious as to the how 
and wherefore, they may be inferred from our allusions to the 
subject, in vol. i. p. 182, vol. ii. p. 37, and passim. Our last 
number (64) contained an appeal from the new body, for pe- 
cunlary aid in the completion of their new house o worship. 

e then promised to revert to the subject of their appeal. The 
chiefs of both bodies have addressed us on the subject, and, as 

th appear to recognize our impartiality, and single desire 
to promote and protect the interests of religion and good go- 
Vernment, it will be necessary to do little more here, than 
pestiely to recommend the course which we have contended 
or all along, although in a less conspicuous manner. The 
editorial reference in our No. 64, appears to be construed as 
an “ endorsement” of the claims of the new body ; and there- 
fore, we have no alternative but to declare openly, what we 


* We have now before us, a copy of the original and formal complaints 
paratists, in Sept. 5601; they are intelligible enough, but con- 
lusion to any deficiency of accommodation then existing. 
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as clearly as possible impressed on the leader of the new body: 
when, some months back, he solicited our insertion of his printed 
appeal tx extenso:—the price of our advocacy or co-operation 
is, that the congregations enter into such preliminary and pre- 
cautionary reciprocal engagements, as may secure the interests 
of religion, of the poor, cal of conventional decorum, from the 
possible future partisanship of rival officials, or the jealousy of 
their constituents. Our London readers, especially, will aller: 
stand how expedient it is to restrict the limits within which that, 
which has not inaptly been termed ‘ Shool-ism,” shall be 
allowed the opportunity of conflict with the common interests 
of Israel, as a religious community. We are now informed, 
that no mutual understanding of such a character has been 
come to by the two congregations; and therefore, so far as 
our formal recommendation has any weight with those who 
can and do assist the struggles of rising synagogues, we deem 
it a duty to suspend it, either until the needful precautions 
have been secured, or, in order to be instrumental to the secur- — 
ing of them. We are urged to this public declaration, cer- 
tainly not with any taste for the more obtrusive course, but, 
because our original and privute endeavours to prevent even 
the first legalized separation, were inoperative, (perhaps, from 
having been only private); and, because each party is so very 
earnestly seeking to preclude our forming or expressing an 
opinion adverse to its objects and policy. 

We are bound in candour to say, that whatever opinion may 
have been formed by the Board of Deputies, of the impractica- 
bility of the old-synagogue government, at an earlier stage of 
the proceedings, it was manifest to us, at the period when our - 
mediation for an arbitration was offered, that the difficulty did 
not then lie on that sile. Ifthe professions we have since then 
heard on the other side, be sincere, (as we should be loth to 
doubt), both parties will now equally rejoice in the opportunity 
to promote and secure the maintenance of a good understand- 
ing. We content ourselves, at present, by intimating our inten- 
tion to refuse our willing insertion to any communication from 
either side, which shall, in our judgment, not subserve pacific 
objects; and, if possible, to prevent a use of even our adver- 
tising columns, for any purpose having a tendency to mere 
recrimination. The only direction in which we might deem 
it needful to relax, would be for -a reasonable impeachment 
of our own impartiality. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Distinction Conferred on a Jewish Physician.—The Jews 
in the Dukedom of Nassau, are slowly but steadily working thir 
way into the esteem of their fellow citizens, and the con- 
fidence of the government. A recent instance affords gratify-— 
ing proof of this. Dr. H. Hertz, having for many years 
exercised his profession in Weilburg, was about to remove to 
Wiesbaden. On a knowledge of his intentions, the former 
town, being anxious to retain so valuable a citizen, made a 
representation to the Duke, praying that some appointment 
might be conferred upon the doctor, which should attach him 
to the spot. The result was, that Dr. H. was made Medizinal- 
rath, (medical councillor) of the district; and as that is one of 
the highest posts to which a medical man can attain, the 
eligibility of a Jew to offices of state has thereby been esta- 
blished. 

The Jews of Geneva,—formerly restricted in their celebra- 
tion of divine service to the suburbs exclusively, are said to 
be now permitted publicly to worship God in the city itself. 


The Hungarian Jews.—We understand from our German 
contemporaries, that though the emancipation of the Jews 
residing in towns has been carried, yet their eligibility to be 
elected members of the diet has been lost by a majority of 125 
against 21,—three abstaining altogether from voting. 


Warsaw, 1st November.—By a decree of the Governor, it 
is still permitted that substitutes be accepted from the Jews, 
for the ensuing year. Consequently, they are not yet personally 
subject to the conscription. 
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An Interesting Scene.—At Artschitz, (in Moravia,) there 
occurred some time ago a dreadful fire, which destroyed a large 
amount of property, and ruined many families. ‘To alleviate 
the misery so caused, collections were made in different places ; 
among which, Prossnitz (a town with a numerous J ewish con- 
gregation in the same province,) distinguished itself by the 
liberality of its contributions, This was in a great measure 
due to the excellent Rabbi H. Fassel, who, from the pulpit, 
exhorted his flock to give freely in the sad emergency. | 

About a fortnight afterwards, whilst the congregation was 
assembled for worship in the synagogue, a stranger was observed 
to enter the house of God; he was soon recognized as the 
tuinister of Artschitz, a man well known both for his learning 
and the nobility of his character. It was with some astonishment 
that he was seen to rise and address the congregation. He 
declared, at the onset, that he regarded them as friends and 
brethren; that he came with no proselytizing intention ; that 
he did not now appear as the priest of another ereed, but simply 
as a man, to pour out his thanks in the hearing of his brethren. 
He then described the greatness of the misfortune which had 
befallen his flock; and how he had made up his mind to go to 
Vienna, in order to procure relief from the charitable. Here, 
he alluded to the munificence of the Baron de Rothschild, and 
to the affability with which that philanthropist had received 
him; for, in presenting a considerable sum, the Baron had 
addressed to him the following remarkable words!—‘* Why 
apologize, Rev. Sir? It is I who am obliged to you, for having 
given me an opportunity for accomplishing a good action. The 
treasures which the All-beneficent has bestowed upon me, are 
only so far valuable to me, as they enable me to acquire treasures 
in heaven’ Inspired by the recollection, the speaker here 
ejaculated :—** I shall never forget this benefactor of mankind ! 
and whithersoever I go, will I declare his fame.’’ He closed 
his impressive speech with repeated thanksgivings to the 
worthy Rabbi and the congregation, promising with uplifted 
hands, to be mindful of them in his prayers. Deep emotion 
was to be read on the countenances of all his auditors, 

Rabbi Fassel next took up the subject. He would, as he 
said, not dwell upon incidents which spoke so much for them- 
selves; he would. only observe, that it is on such occurrences 
that we are to exclaim with the 
Anew. (This is a day of God’s making; we will delight 
aud be joyful thereon.) He then cast a cursory glance upon 
bygone centuries, when towards Israel, misconceived and 
outcast, no responsive heart opened out its sympathies. 


tuous headings in the Anglican Bible. 


But | 


even in those gloomy days of intolerance, Israel still held | 


tenaciously to the idea, that there exists an indissoluble bond 
which unites all mankind; and never had Israel forgotten the 


sacred words of the prophet,—* we have all one father, one 


God has created us all.” 


all mankind. We further spoke of promises which never 
deceive, and which gradually begin to be fulfilled ;—of the 
delightful dawn of that great day, on which, according to the 
_ words of prophecy, ** the wolf shall le beside the lamb, and the 
lion beside the goat; that is—when a peaceful and fraternal 
bond will unite all mankind.—He said, that such an era was 
already dawning; and conduct, such as that of their visitor, 
afforded a striking proof of it. | 
* The Jews in Russia.—Konigsberg, January 7 th.—The Jews 

of this town had, as it was stated.before, interested themselves 
in favour of their fellow-believers in Russia, whom an imperial 
ukase orders to remove from the frontier to the interior of the 
empire, and had laid down their most submissive representations 
in the form of a petition at the feet of the Emperor. Some 
days ago they received, through the medium of the Ministry of 
Foreign affairs, the reply—‘ That their representations did not 
appear to be of such importance as to be deserving of con- 
sideration !"’’ From an Elburg paper, translated in Zhe Times. 


‘* The Ediet of Ancona, showed the ancient Popish intolerance 
against the Jews, and, had it not been suspended, vould have 
paved the way for Jewish persecution all over Europe. The 


In every age, the teachers of our 
law have exhorted us to love, and good will, and charity, towards 
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Bishops are now in dire war with the University, and a Stringent 
system is beginning to be felt throughout France, ‘Pp, 
Jews will be the first suffering victims, the Protestants nex; » 
—Opinion of a French Correspondent of the Conversionists 
Magazine. 
Religious Education.—The German Jews, seem to be exhibit. 
ing a constantly increasing interest in the necessity for religious 
instruction, to be imparted at a tender age, when the mind ig go, 
prone to impressions, and so retentive of them. Thus, we 
lately reported the appointment of a religious teacher (a Jew 
to the University of Prague, and now, we read of the appoint. 
ment of another to the Catholic gymnasium, (similar to the 
grammar schools in this country, but having a more com. 
prehensive scheme) in Glogau, Silesia. This is a rare feature 
of toleration, which ought to be imitated wherever a large 
number of Jews attend Christian institutions. s 


In The Occident, a sermon on the ‘‘ Consolation of Israel,” 
contains some pertinent demonstrations of the inconsistencies 
of ** the spiritualizing system,” as fostered by certain presump- 
Unhappily, there are 
some spiritualizers in Israel also; of these the Rey. Editor 
says :— 

It is unfortunate for us, that there are men who are ashamed of the 
singularity of the Jewish belief, as they have received it from their fathers; 
they fancy that it is not an evidence ot enlightenment to look forward to a 
Jewish country, to be governed by Jewish laws. They believe that they 
must bring the sacrifice of their hopes of future glory as an acceptable 
offering to the countries of their sojourning. But how short-sighted ar 
such men! they gain nothing in the esteem of the Gentiles by their denial 
of their hopes in a glorious restoration, and they draw down the wrath of 
lleaven for their daring unbelief. Dothey really think that an enlightened, 
liberal man, who is no Israelite, does not see that these new doubts 
sprung up in the course of a few years of ease, enjoyed in a few countries 
where not a twentieth part of all Israel resides, are another exemplilication 
of the truth of Moses, who said, ‘“‘ And Yeshurun waxed fat and kicked ?” 
Do they imagine that it is a blessing to collective Israel that they are scat- 
tered all over the world, citizens in a few towns, tolerated in a few more, 
and spurned in nearly every other place of their sojourn? Do they think 


that for such a purpose God redeemed us from slavery, wrought so many 


miracles to preserve us amidst persecutions, that at length we might play, 
so to say, a secondary part in a state of uriversal peace, an isignilicant 
handtul in every spot amidst the peaceful reign of liberal principles, of a 
qualified adoption of the law of Moses? Do they really imagine that the 
Searcher of hearts sees not the unbelief that is in their spirit, their anxiety 
to escape from the turthen of religion by their spiritualizing the text ot 
Scripture to suit their notions of truth and futurity ?. Woe, woe! that 
such men should be numbered in Israel ! woe to the day that thvy have 
raised their head in rebellion against the Lord and his anointed! But 
their counsel cannot prevail! Israel will rise above these doubts and fears; 
but in the meantime the affections are estranged, and dissensions are sown 
in the midst of our families, and divisions, fearful and sinful, fill with 
dismay the lover of his Gud and of the welfare of his people. Yet th 
Lord will protect his flock against this danger too. 


An obituary, contains the following, from the Quebec Gazette 
of the 22nd Sept., 1843. 


* Diep, at Three Rivers, on Saturday, the 16th instant, Ezekiel Hart, 
Esq., Seigni ur of Becancourt, agel 73. He belonged to a family, which 
lor a great many years were the chief persons engaged in the commercia 
business of the town and district. The first of the family that settled in 
Canada, the late Aaron Hart, Esq., came to the country with General 
Haldimand, and settled in Three Rivers, prior to 1775. Several mem- 
bers of the family now occupy respectable commercial and professional 
positions in that town, and in Montreal and Quebec. 

‘The name of the late Ezekiel Hart, much against his wi'l, 1s con- 
nected with the political history of the province. He was elected in 150°. 
member for the town of Three Rivers, and his expulsion by the House of 
Assembly, in consequence of his religious belief, he being of the Jewish: 
persuasion, was one of the causes of the first angry dissolution o! the 
assembly, which commenced the misunderstandings with Sir James Henry 
Craig, and led to repeated dissolutions, and a continuation of breaches 
between the assembly and the executive, and the other branclies o! the 
legislature. Mr, Hart was re-elected unanimously, but we believe nevet 
took his seat in consequence of other dissolutions. | 

_“* Mr, Hart has left a family of seven surviving children, who deplore 
his loss, and his fellow citizens, while they grieve at his departure, have 
the benefit of his example as a useful and honorable member of soclely; 

Such was the respect in which Mr. Hart was held by the community, 
that during the funeral service, which took place on the (9th instant, most 
of the stores were closed, and a feeling of gloom seemed to be cast over 
the inhabitants of the town, The J udge of her majesty’s Court of King’s 
Bench, the members of the bar, the heads of the public offices in the dis- 
trict, the reverend minister of the Episcopal Church, the officers of - 
majesty’s 8lst regiment, stationed in Three Rivers, in full uniform, 4 


| 
| 

| 

| 
| 

| 


attended the mortal remains of the late lamented deceased to their last 
-esting place, thus testifying to their just appreciation of the highly moral 
and religious character of Mr. Hart through life. 


New Synagogue at Iobart Town.—The following, was acci- 
Jentally omitted from the announcement in our last number.— 
Donations, in aid of the undertaking, have been received from 
Messrs. Moses, Son, and Davis, London, £20, and from Mr. 
Henry Moses, ditto, £20. 


New Zealand, \8th Adug.—We feel unable to do justice, in 
the present number, to a communication received from Mr, 
Hort, under the above date. The opinion on events passing here, 
by one familiar withe very element concerned in their evolu- 
tion,—but removed far beyond the sphere of their vortex, or the 
pettiness and confusion which are its proximate results,—cannot 
fail to be regarded with interest and attention; and we will 
endeavour, if possible, to publish the whole letter. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 
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Governess-training versus Dowery-funds. 


Mr. Editor,—In your paper of the 24th November, I find a 
letter recommending the employment of Jewish Governesses 
in Jewish families: I perfectly coincide in the propriety of this 
suggestion, which I hope to see carried into effect. In addi- 
tion, however, to what your correspondent has advanced, I 
will use the freedom of further shewing, that in the employ- 
ment of Gentile governesses, the children not only lose the 
advantage of early instruction in their own faith, but are, in 
many instances, exposed to attempts at conversion by these 
Gentile ladies, who esteem such acts a pious duty incumbent 
on them. Nay, without even any interference on their part, 
dor a/d may not so dishonestly betray their trust,) still, for want 
of proper training in our own pure and holy faith, and such 
Instruction as might inculcate a due reverence for our sacred 


_forms and ceremonies, these neglected children might be led 
to regard the regular attendance at worship, and the otherwise 


decorous observance of their day of rest by these ladies, as 
evidences of a superior faith ;—externals, there can be no 


doubt, make deep impression on inexperienced and untutored 


to an alarming extent, with those matters which we, as Hebrews, | 


are strictly prohibited to eat. I have lately seen what is 
lard! and that in the most respectable butter merchants’ 
establishments! In my own line, viz., the oil trade, the 
adulterations are beyond all conception. Could you not call 
on some scientific persons amongst us (and I hope there are 
many), to make known the best means of detecting those 
spurious articles, (oils in particular,) for I am sure one who does 
it, will be entithed to the highest respect of the community 
generally. Your obedient Servant, 
Bristol, loth January, 1844. J. W. Levy. 


Mal-administration of public Jewish Charity. 


Mr. Editor,—Since reading your No. 63, the above expres- 
sion, being the conclusion of a paragraph in reference to the 
* Bread, Meat, and Coal Society,”’ has many times vibrated on 
my recollection ;—and room enough there is for reflection. Only 
imagine, the large sum of eleven hundred pounds,* divided 
into about twelve thousand small amounts, represented by as 
many small pieces of paper, and then thrown upon the surface 
of society to be scrambled tor by the poor of the community, 
among whom there are many not requiring the aid of this 
charitable boon! The greatest number of these papers are 
caught by those, who are gifted with the greatest share of art 
and cunning, necessary for this purpose—when as many as from 
six to twelve may fall to the share of one individual, who in 
many instances retails them at less than their value to less 
fortunate and poorer brethren! As a guinea subscriber to 
this charity, I should wish to ask how long this state of mis- 
Management is to continue? It is well known, that was this 
large amount properly and fairly distributed, there would not 
be one necessitous Jew without receipt of a share of the bounty 
of this excellent charity. But what is the case now? Simply, 
that it fails to accomplish that for which it was intended. 

I think it unnecessary to dwell further upon this subject, 

ut cannot omit observing, that this is another illustration of 
the mutility of the active philanthropy for which the wealthy 
Jews are so well known, if unattended by that identification 
with the whole body, necessary for the purpose of carrying out 
to the fullest extent, all the intended benefits of this chari- 
table institution, 


“ There is matter for reflection here’’ 


I am, Sir, your humble Servant, 
Evias Davis. 


> 

@ [ think that if the whole amount distributed among the Jewish poor 

vito during the twelve weeks, were taken into account, it might 
Safety be estimated at even double this sum. 


Unlawful Adulterations of Food.—Mr. Editor,—Will you’ minds + wherefore, 1 hope attention will be turned to this 


please to confer a benefit on the Jewish community, by stating | the ia 
| obstacle against the accomplis » objec ‘iew—the 
publicly in your valuable journal, that our food is adulterated | SBE USS 


subject. But, Mr. Editor, I am alive to the existence of a great 


want of means, in the classes named by your correspondent, to 
educate their daughters suitably for governesses. Advocating 


7 . | Carnestly the attainment of this advantage for them, wouk 
publicly sold ** as the best fresh butter,” mixed with half hog’s ould 
“_, | respectfully crave the co-operation of our religious brethren, 


so much more competent than myself to prescribe the means 


to so desirable an end. 


oe 


How devoutly is it to be wished, 
that those sums hitherto appropriated to the portioning ot poor 
girls, had been bestowed on educating them, instead of ex- 
posing them to be sought by unworthy partners, for the dower 
they possess through il-judged, though well-meant, charity! 
Few, if any, I believe, have found either prosperity or happi- 
ness in these mercenary unions. ‘This evil may, however, be 
remedied, if those benevolently inclined individuals, who intend 
to make donations or bequests to the fund in question, were 
to devote them, instead, to educational purposes ;—a much more 
substantial and durable dower would be so provided, than the 
present administration of this charity produces; for, the sum 
obtained is quickly dissipated, and the unfortunate winners 
are too frequently left to look forward to a long life of penury 
and hardship. 

My observations will, I hope, Mr. Editor, be received as a 
testimony of my heartfelt wish to see the nation, of which | 
am proud to be one, occupying the elevated position in which 
it should stand; and education must be the stepping-stone to 
this pinnacle. Yours, kc. Ke. 

A Zeatous 


Encouragement of Provident Habits among the Jenish 
Poor.—We have received a letter from a correspondent, warmly 
interested in an excellent design (referred to in our No, 61,)—to 
teach the duties and advantages of self-dependence to the poor 
of the Sephardim congregation ; operating through the influ- 
ence of their children in the national schools. We are in- 
formed—that it is now in limited operation, with upwards of 
100 depositors—that it is popular with those for whose assis- 
tance it is designed—and that some pleasing incidents have 
already occurred, demonstrating the amount of good which 
must result from an extension of the plan. Under these cir- 
cumstances, to quote the words of our correspondent,— 

‘It is sincerely to be hoped, that ladies, whose leisure and occupations 
permit, will lend their personal aid in carrying the plan into full effect ; 
and that the friends of the poor, generally, will not withhold their pecu- 
niary contributions in support of the premiums and other expenses. The 
donations already received from a few friends have been absorbed by the 
first outlay.”’ 

£1 has reached our office from ‘* Jael;” a sum committed 
to her as “a free-will offering of Gentile gratitude to Israel.” 
We are asked to apply it to ‘* some one of the many benevo- 
lent purposes advocated in the /’otce of Jacob;” and in the 
exercise of the discretion so allowed, we have handed it to the 
correspondent whose appeal is above given. | 


ar 


wf % 


7 
i 
2: 
PY, 
* 
4 a 
le 
4 
it 
‘ 
| 
| 
tf 
- 
a 
+. 
AN 
a 
| 
| 
| é 
| 
wg 
| 
i 
| 


80 


Biblical Query.—We have received the following answer to 
the question put in our last number. ; 

“In no one of the passages cited, do I find a special refer- 
ence to one individual. The singular is very frequently used, 
either for the whole species, or for a multitude; and that in- 
discriminatelv, with or without the n article;—e. g. Gen. 1. 
24—31; ii. 24; xxxii. 6; Isaiah ii. 9—22; &e. &c. In the 
given instances, a special reference is moreover highly im- 
probable; as we shall see. Inthe tenth Psalm, the same word, 
yor (wicked), although of the singular form, has, in the second 
verse, a plural noun and pronoun.—In xxxvii. the tenor of the 
whole slentie shows, that no individual is — of.—The 
same applies to lviii. 10.—The same holds good in /. 16, where 
a general description of ‘ the wicked”’ is given, in contra- 
distinction to him who sacrifices thanksgiving unto the Lord. 
This is also the case in cxxxix. 19; as is obvious from the 
parallelism, ‘ ye bloody men.” How important such _paral- 
lelisms are in the solution of doubts, may be seen from Bishop 
Lowth, on Isaiah, where that subject is ably elucidated in the 

reamble. The same applies to Proverbs xviii. 3; and to 

saiah xi. 4. Of this last, however, as the whole chapter speaks 
of one individual, and is intended for a prophecy, it 1s not 
yossible to say, that it may not have a special reference. In 
salms xvi. 4, the only remaining passage of those cited, the 
word does not occur at all.”’ 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J.J. is received, but deferred for want of space. ; 
C. D. is thanked for his courtesy; we will take an early opportunity of 
- publishing the gist of his suggestions. 

Rebecca may obtain, at our publishers, copies of a new edition of the 
prospectus, which, with the notice on the subject in our No. 58, will 
convey the most explicit answer to her queries which we are at present 
able to give. 


‘ The Controversy of Zion,’’—‘ On the Board of Deputies,” “ The 
Bible Translator,” aud other articles are postponed to next number. 


The Liverpool Synagogues.—A recapitulation of our views on this 
subject, (as expressed on another page,) to the Warden of the new 
Liverpool Synagogue, now in London for a canvass, has elicited a declara- 
tion from that gentleman, which is now befvre us, but unfortunately too 
late to be noted in the appropriate column. We have, at this moment, 
neither time nor room to do more than extract a single passage, which 
assures us, that his congregation—‘‘ are now willing to enter into any 
arrangements, (such arrangements to be regulated by disinterested indivi- 
duals,) as shall in future secure a good understanding between the 
Governments of both synagogues.’” We shall hope to receive, ere long, a 
more oflicial declaration to the same effect; and, meanwhile, will not fora 
moment doubt the readiness of the old-Synagogue authorities, unreservedly 
to demonstrate that desire for rightful and peaceful relations, for which we 
have already given them credit. If our appeal be answered, as we expect 
it will, the Anglo-Jewish Press will need to have no further concern with 

any points in difference. 


Myer’s Dining Rooms.—If an anonymous correspondent, who marks 
his letter private,’ be what he calls a scrupelous subscriber’ to that 
establishment, let him have the manliness to ask his question without a 
disguise ; or it will meet the same contempt as we feel for the impertinent 
gossip ascribed to ex-parte investigators. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


Friday 2nd Feb. 12th Shebat. Sabbath at 4 past 4 

Sapo... 13 Portion for the Week 
Mond. 5 “ wy * 

Sabb. 10 ‘“ 20 “ Portion for the Week yp 


* Vide note, on this minor festival, in vol. i. No. 9. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS.—The widely extended, and 
in ay respects, peculiar, circulation of this paper, renders it 
an eligible medium for advertisements. The charges are 3s, 6d. 
for six lines, and 6d. per two lines extra, paid in advance, at 
the office, 27, Camomile Street, before two o’Clock on the 
‘Tuesday prior to publication. 

With a view to facilitate the objects of advertisers, Mr. F. 
D. Lewis, British, Foreign, and Colonial Newspaper .4gent, 
3, Castle Court, Birchin Lane, Cornhill, has been appointed to 
manage the advertisement department. Advertisements will 


theretore be received at his office likewise, and by country agents 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


on his behalf; but no advertisement addressed, without 
to the Editor or to the Printer’s office, will on 


payment, 
any account 


be inserted. 


*,* To prevent the recurrence of misconceptions, we find it needful to 
explain, at once and for always—that we are in no wise responsible fo 
the accuracy of any statement made by an advertiser.—Ep, : 


S COMPANION.—A Young Lady having thine 


present unoccupied, is desirous of engaging herself as companion to a lad 
or to attend one or two ladies. Respectable references can be given.—App} to 
L. A., at Mr. Barth’s, Brydges Street, Covent Garden, y 


S LADY’S MAID.—A young female of the Jewish 


suasion, wishes for a situation as Lady’s Maid, or Housekeeper: 
fectly qualified for either. Respectable references can be 
at Mr. Barth's, Brydges Street, Covent Garden. 


URNISHED APARTMENTS.—One or two Gentlemen 


of the Jewish faith, may be accommodated with furnished apartments, jn , 
respectable house, where there are no other lodgers, nor any children. Goog 
reference will be required.—Apply at No. 25, Great Prescott Street, Goodman's 
Fields. 


per. 
she is per. 
Given.—Apply to A. B., 


{JEWISH DINING ROOMS, 17, Cornbill.—Saul Myers, 


begs to inform the subscribers to his rooms, and gentlemen of the Jewish 
persuasion, that they can be accommodated during the ensuing Passover, on rea. 
sonable terms, by giving notice a week previous to its commencement.—A suite of 
rooms for wedding breakfasts, private parties, &c. 

January, 1844. 


WW ote by the Congregation of Portsmouth, a Reader, 


Np liebrew Instructor, and Secretary,—if competent to deliver 
lectures, in English, will be preferred. Salary £90 per annum.—<Applications to 


be made to Messrs, Simpson and H. M, Emanuel, Elders, Portsea. 
‘ V ANTED, by the advertiser, who has had great experience 
as an Accountant, a situation in a respectable house of business ; he possesses 


a general knowledge of mercantile affairs, and would be anxious to devote himself 
to the benefit of his employers.—Address, pre-paid, to A. Y, Z., at Mr. J. Stringer’s, 


83, Lower Thames Street. 

A FOREIGN YOUNG LADY (of Jewish persuasion), o 

the highest respectability, is desirous of a situation, either as Companion 

or Governess; she speaks English, French, and German, fluently ; she understands 

also, dressmaking and fancy works; and has no objection to the country, or to go 

abroad.—Address, post paid, to A. B. 107, care of F. D. Lewis, British, Foreign, 
and Colonial Newspaper and Advertising Agent, 3, Castle Court, Cornhill. 


EW ELLERY, WATCH, and FANCY TRADE.—W anted, 


by a respectable Young Man, (of the Jewish persuasion) who has had ex- 
perience in the above trade, a situation as assistant, in town or country. The most 
satisfactory references can be given. Address, pre-paid, to R, H., at Mr. M. Ellis, 
18, Bevis Marks, Houndsditch, 


NSTITUTION for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the 


Jewish Persuasion.—Established, 5580—1819. 
‘The Committee of Management, respectfully acquaint the friends and subscribers — 
to the above Institution, that their 17th Anniversay Ball in aid of the Funds, wil! 
take place on Tuesday, 27th February next, at Willis’s rooms, King-street, 5! 
James’s, under the superintendence of 


Aron SoLomon. Esq., President, 
Jacos Davis, Ese., Vice-President, 
Josern Lazarus, Esg., Treasurer, 


and the following Gentlemen— 


Messrs. A. Alexander - Messrs. M. L. Lawrance 
B. Barnett Henry Lazarus 
Henry H. Cohen _ Morice Levy 
I. D. Davis Jacob Lyons 
I. P. Davis Henry Moses 
John Davis I. L. Miers 
Henry Dyte P. Phillips 
John Dyte B. 8. Phillips 
J. B. Elkin Sampson Samuel 
Michael Emanuel John Sammell 
Isaac Hyam Maurice Solomon 
Joshua Joseph John Solomoa 


Tickets, (not transferable) may be obtained of the above gentlemen, 10s. 6d. each, 
including refreshments. 8. SOLOMON, Secretary: 
42, Great Prescott Street. 


London: Printed for Mr. FranKLIn, by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, 


Bishopsgate. Published by B. Ste1L1, Paternoster Row; 


| had of the Printer; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 
sellers and Newsmen. 
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